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My first experiment Was. . .the Wittig reaction to prepare chiral allenes.

It 1 wasn't a scientist, I would be...a historian.

M y biggest motivation is...“Chance favors the prepared mind”—Louis Pasteur.

My favorite subject at school was...(Japanese) history.

When 1 was eighteen I wanted to be...a professional baseball player.

If I could be anyone for a day, I would be...Cristiano Ronaldo (Manchester United Football Club).

It 1 could have dinner with three famous scientists from history, they would be...Fritz Haber, Sir
Geoffrey Wilkinson, and Kenichi Fukui.

The best advice I have ever been given is...from Prof. Sakae Uemura (Kyoto University) “If you want
to be happy for an hour, buy a bottle of wine; if you want to be happy for a week, slaughter a pig; if you
want to be happy for a year, get married; if you want to be happy for your life, enjoy your work.”—
Vladimir Prelog.
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: T M y ultimate goal is to...prepare artificial nitrogenase.

The most groundbreaking discovery in science in the past 100 years has been...the Haber-Bosch
process.

My favorite food is...Sushi.

My favorite musician is...Enya.
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