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The governing of risks and institutions

Risk has been receiving much scholarly attention in the last 30 years as a key concept to
illuminate the essence of contemporary advanced capitalist societies. Extant studies on
risk in various fields of social sciences (such as Risk Society by Ulrich Beck) have already
illuminated that the governing of risk is an extremely tricky task for any agents involved.
As a result, the increased attention to the notion of risk often highlights the need for
institutional reforms to seek a better way of dealing with risks.

The overall objective of the course is to critically examine institutional implications of risk
in contemporary advanced capitalist societies (including Japan). It begins by exploring the
question of why the notion of risk receives such scholarly attention today, with special
reference to Beck’ s discussion on Risk Society. Then, the discussion turns to various
issues concerning the governing of risks and their institutional implications. Towards the
end of the course, the course takes up two case studies, intimate/familial relationships
and food safety, to discuss theoretical points in a more concrete manner.

1. One 2000—-word essay (40%) 2. The end—of—term written examaminaton (60%)

There is no textbook. The reading list will be included in the course outline which will be
circulated in the first week.
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