
 

In this presentation I will talk about my 
recent book Writing Pregnancy in Low 
Fertility Japan (UHP 2017). This year as 
ever, the decline in the total fertility rate 
in Japan has been a topic of concern in 
Japanese newspapers as the number of 
babies born cause demographers and 
economists concerns about Japan’s 
future. In my book, I look at how some 
Japanese women have thought about 
the process of becoming pregnant and 
giving birth. I argue that the way of 
talking about pregnancy and childbirth 
has not changed markedly from the 
early twentieth century despite all the 
historical and economic changes. 
However, I note that with the increasing 
popularity of manga and new manga 
writers this narrative begins to change. 
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